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WAITING FOR GOD's SALVATION. 


| Tur n experience af: every age =. 
gives occaſion to adopt the words of in- 
ſpiration, Your fathers, where are they? and — 
the prophets, do they live for ever? The near- 
eſt relations, that are formed on earth, are 
formed with a certainty of being diſſolved. 
Vea, the moſt honourable diſtinRions of reli- 
gious charaQter do not exempt from the ſtroke 
of death. The church of God in this world 
is compoſed of mortal members, who are train- 
ing up, under the culture of divine providence 
and grace, for a fixed everlaſting ſtate of per- 
feQtion above. And though it pleaſeth God, 
by the gifts and influences of his Spirit, to 
qualify ſome for eminent ſervice and uſeful- 
EC 5 neſs, 
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E 
neſs, in edifying the body of Chriſt, theſe 


| have their particular ſeaſon, as well as ſtation, 
alfigned them, beyond which the moſt ardent 


wiſhes and prayers of fellow-ſaints cannot in 


the leaſt Pest their continuance here below. : 


To improve a late ſolemn event of this kind, 


in the death of an able and faithful Miniſter of 
the New Teſtament, who, from an early pe- 
riod in life to an honourable old age, ſerved 
the cauſe of evangelical truth and holineſs 


with unſhaken ſtedfaſtneſs and laborious zeal, 


1 now appear among you. Happy ſhould 5 
have been, indeed, had one of my Reverend 
Fathers been appointed to this ſervice, from 


whoſe age and judgment it would have derived 
much more weight and advantage. But yet, 
as I have the honour, however unworthy, to 
ſuſtain the paſtoral office in this chriftian 


church, to which the venerable Deceaſed ſhew- 
ed ſuch high refpe@, in ſtatedly communicat- 
Ing with us for ſeveral years before his death; 
and have been requeſted to undertake the 

| ſervice by his ſurviving family, whom J great- 
y eſteem; I ſhall not waſte our time in Fro 
leſs apologies, but, with confidence in your 


candour, and reliance on divine aid, will at- 


tempt to open ſome paſſage of Scripture, not 


unſuitable to the circumſtances of this event. 
ou 


1 700 will find 1 in 


E 


Vou will allow me, however, previouſly to 
obſerve, that, as I am not called to improve 
this providence in the Place where my Reverend 
Father ſo long laboured in word and doftrine, 
nor before the collective body of that People 
' whom he watched over in the Lord; I ſhall 
therefore be guided, in my ſelection of the 
words to be diſcourſed from, rather by that 
excellent frame of ſpirit which he diſcovered 
as a Chriſtian, particularly under his laſt very 
trying affliction, than by his more Public 
Charader, in either of thoſe important capa- 
Cities, which he long ſuſtained with ſo much re- = : 4 
putation. 1 5 


With the concurrence of thoſe nearly re- 
lated, therefore, I would now direct your at- 
tention to that paſſage of Holy Writ, which = 


GENESIS XLIX. 18. 


1 HAVE WAITED FOR THY SALVATION, | 0 5 
O LoRD. 


Tursr were Ca of the laſt wards of Ja- 
cob on his dying bed; that holy and il- 
luſtrious Patriarch, from whom ſprang God's 


highly favoured people, Iſrael, and whoſe 
K name 
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name is honourably enrolled with thoſe of 


Abraham and Iſaac, as heirs together of | the 
ſame promiſe. He lived, indeed, under a 


much darker diſpenſation than that which we 
enjoy, yet it will be happy for us, if, when we 
take leave of time, we ſhall be able to do it in 
the ſame evangelical ſtrain with him; after 


having walked with God in a life of prayer 


and obedience, to reſign our ſpirits into his 
hands with an earneſt deſire, and lively hope 
of his ſalvation. Whether we be then fa- 
voured with joys and tranſports. or not, this 


will ſmooth the face of death, and diſarm it 
5 of all 1 its terrors. — 


Senſible that the hour of his difſolution drew 
near, and moved by the ſpirit of prophecy, 


, Jacob had called his ſons around his bed, io 


receive his patriarchal benediction, and to hear 


what would befal their reſpective tribes 1 in the 


laſt days. When, however, he had gone 


through about one half of his difcourſe, being 


ready to faint with bodily weakneſs, but more 


_ eſpecially, being deeply affected with what he 
foreſaw concerning the poſterity of Dan, he 


breathed out this pious ejaculation, 7 have 


waited for thy fal. on LORD : 4 


The (opt manner in which theſe words | 
are introduced, Immediately after his predic- 


tion 


„ 
tion concerning Dan, whom he charaQerizeth 
as @ ſerpent by the way, an adder in the path, &c. 
and not rather in conneCtion with what he pro- 


pheſied of Judah, from whom the Shiloh ſhould = 


_ deſcend, has ocaaſioned much criticiſm among 


the learned. Some ſuppoſe, that by Dan's | 


being compared to a ſerpent by the way, an adder 


in the path, &c. Jacob foretold the great cra/- 
tine /s and policy of that tribe, which would con- 
flict with, and overcome, their enemies more 


by ſubtilty than might; and that, in the words 
of our text, Jacob anticipated the deliverances 
to be wrought for them by Gideon and Samfon, 


as recorded in the book of Judges. This is 
the uſual way, in which Expoſitors account for 


the introduction of the words before us, in 
| their connection with the preceding prophecy. 
But, I apprehend, a much more juſt and ſatis- 


| faftory interpretation has been given by the 
learned Dr. Sherlock, a part of whole words I 


hall here inſert. 


« The i images here uſed, of e and ad- 


der, are odious, and very improper to de- 


ſeribe a brave or gallant man in any cir- 
cumſtances of life; nor are they, as I remem- 
ber, ever ſo uſed in the ſacred writers. It 


cannot be reaſonable, therefore, to look for 


the accompliſhment of this prophecy among 


the 
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the actions of che tribe of Dan deſerving lo- 


nour and Praiſe: for the ideas, by which the 


prediction is conveyed, point out actions of 


another kind, and lead us to expect, in the 


hiſtory of this tribe, an account of ſome very 
_ diſhonourable and perfidious tranſactions. The 


hiſtory will juſtify this expeQation. For, 


though the houſe of Iſrael ſtands recorded for 
a wilful and diſobedient people, whoſe heart 
was not right with their God, yet it is the be- 
culiar infamy of the houſe of Dan, to be the 
vringleaders in idolatry, the firſt who erected 
publickly a molten image in the land of pro- 
miſe, and by their example, and perſeverance 
in this iniquity, infected all the tribes of I. 
rael. —Suppoling this to be the view before the 


prophet's eyes, in what terms more proper 


could he deſcribe this new Templer and Seducer 
| than by thofe which were commonly uſed to 

deſeribe the firſi2 If the firſt tempter de- 
ſerved the name of a Serpent for drawing Adam 
and Eve from their obedience to the original 


law, in virtue of which they held the poſſeſſion 


of Paradiſe; did Dan deſerve it leſs for draw- 


ing the people of Iſrael from obedience to the 
divine law, in virtue of which they had but 
even then taken poſſeſſion of the land of pro- 


mile? If the miſchieſs brought upon the race 


of Adam. were July repreſented by the Ser- 
|  bent's 
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pent's bruiſing the heel of the woman's feed, did 
not the miſchiefs brought upon the houſe 
of Iſrael by the idolatry of Dan well deſerve 


to be painted in colours of the ſame kind ? 


And when Jacob ſaw that the venom of the 
old ſerpent was not yet ſpent, but that it would 
work again in one of his own ſons, to the ut 
ter ruin of his poſterity, could he help look- 
ing back upon God's promiſe of deliverance, 


and the hope given that the Serpent's head 


ſhould be bruzſed ? Could this view, and this 
reflexion together, be attended with any other 
ſentiments than thoſe which cloſe this pro- 
phecy? I have waited for thy ſalvation, O 
Lord. Lay theſe circumſtances together, and 


it is impoſſible to imagine any ſalvation, that 


can anſwer to theſe ideas, but that only which 
_ aroſe from the promiſe, that the feed of the 


woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's head.* 


This reaſoning upon all the circumſtances of 
the. paſſage appears to me natural, ſolid and 
concluſive. And the more cloſely we com- 
pare it with the manner of the Spirit's influenc- 
ing the minds of the Prophets through the 
whole of the Old Teſtament, the greater rea- 
ſon we ſhall perceive for approving and reſting 


* Uſe and Intent of Prophecy, th edit, p. 298304. 
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in it, as conveying its proper ſcope. For very 
frequently, when the Prophets were commil- 
fioned to forewarn the Iſraelites of dreadful 


deſolations coming upon them for their iniqui- 
ties, they had inſtructions alſo to intermingle 


ſome notices of God's ancient promiſed mercy, 


and of its eventual accompliſhment, for the 
ſupport and comfort of thoſe | amongſt them, 
whoſe hearts were upright before him. Paſ- 
fages of this kind might eaſily be collected. 


What then more reaſonable than to ſuppoſe, that 


the ſpirit of prophecy in Jacob, while it opened 


to his view one ſcene of great diſtreſs and af- 


fliction, in the wickedneſs and idolatry of Dan, 
with its baleful influence among the other 
tribes of Iſrael, ſhould at the ſame time, for 


his relief and comfort, ſtrongly preſent before 


his mind the enlivening Hope of Meſſah's ad- 
vent, to bleſs all the nations of the earth, in 
turning them away from their iniquities? And 


I cannot help here referring you to the words 


of good old Simeon, when bo took up the child 


Jeſus in his arms, and bleſſed God, faying, 


Luke 11 29 


Lord, now letteſt thou thy fervant depart in peace 
according to thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen Tay 


SALVATION, which thou haſt prepared before 


the face of all people. Theſe words, I conceive, 


give us the juſt ſenſe of Old Teſtament pro- 
phecies concermng the Salvaticn of God, and 
fix 


C 2 2 
fix the direct ſcope of dying Jacob's ejacula- 
tion in our text, I have waited for thy ſalvation, 


O Lord. In diſcourſing upon it, therefore, I 


ſhall 


— 


1. Kühe to ſet before you a ſcriptural 


view of this Salvation, according to the light 
now afforded us by THE New Teſtament and | 


II. Conſider What is that wailing for „ 
which charaQterizeth God's People both * 


and 1 


Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to ſet before you a 


ſcriptural view of Salvation, according to the 


light now afforded us by the New Teſtament. 
And we may view it either with reſpett to its 


Source, it 8 Medium, or it 8 Contents. 


1. Wich reſpect to it's Source, or FER firſt 


moving cauſe of it; what gave birth to the de- 


ſign, and plan, of redeeming and ſaving ſinners. 
And this is altogether Grace, rich, free and 
ſovereign grace. The eſſential goodneſs and 
love of God engaged him to it, without the 
leaſt regard to any thing i in the perſons, or 
condition, of ſinful men, but their miſery and 
helpleſſneſs: As the apoſlle declares in Titus 
I). 5. Not by works of righteouſneſs which we 


have 
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lade done, but according to his mercy he ſaved us. 
Yea, it was not ordinary mercy, which could 
reach the deplorable caſe of apoſtate ſelfruined 


ereatures. It was the higheſt inſtance of Divine 
' mercy, when God determined to glorify him- 


felf in the recovery and ſalvation of thoſe, 


whole deſtruttion would have reflected honour 


on his holineſs and juſtice. This mercy has 


no parallel in all the other works and ways of 


God. Never was the eſſential goodneſs of 
Jehovah ſo drawn forth and exerciſed towards 
bis creatures, as in his purpoſe and counſel of 


| faving ſelfruined men from ſinking under the 


weight of their guilt into endleſs perdition. 
Andaccordingly, the Apoſtle expreſſeth himſelf 


upon the ſubje& with an holy extacy of mind, 
as if loſt in the ſurvey of God's ſuperabounding 
grace. 


Eph. ii. 4, 5. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in ſens, hath quickened 


us together with Chriſt ; by grace arege ſaved. | 


be how the Apoſtle” s thoughts ex- 


pand, and riſe from one conſideration to an- 
other, in exploring and commending the ſource : 


of man's ſalvation. Not only doth he repre- 
ſent the great Jehovah to be merci 92 as well 
as holy and juſt; but rich in mercy : poſſeſſing in 
himſelf abundant, inexhauſtible Goodneſs, in 
the 


* 


the exerciſe of which he ſupremely delights. 
Yet, to ſhew that his merciful compaſſion was 
not neceſſarily moved towards ſinners, by a fore- 
ſight of that miſery which they would bring upon 
themſelves, but that the ſole impulſive cauſe 
thereof was in himſelf, the apoſtle adds, for his 
great LovE wherewith he loved us. Sinning 
Angels fell into like circumſtances of guilt and 
wretchedneſs with ſinful Men; nevertheleſs, 
his mercy was not moved towards them, but 
towards creatures far inferior in the ſcale of ex- 
iſtence. And he loved theſe, becauſe he would 
love. His own gracious Good pleaſure engaged, 
and ſet in motion his merciful compaſſion. 
Yea, it was in the GxEATNESS of God's love, 
that he thus reſolved to have mercy upon them. 
And the apoſtle further commends and magni- 
fies this, by obſerving, that it was exerciſed to- 
wards us even when we were dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins: juſtly expoſed to everlaſting ruin, l 
and utterly deſtitute of all ns excel. . _ 8 | 
lency. 4 
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. Obſerve the medium of this ſalvation, or 
the way in which it was effected, viz. the ſuf 
| ferings of the incarnate Son or God. That the 
ſalvation of men was to be through the ſuffer- 
ings of one in their own nature, was plainly 8 
taught in the original promiſe, which ſpoke of 
= | 5 the 


r. 21. 


| ' 2 Cor . v. 21. 


feed ;- though the light which it afforded with 


firmed the expectation of God's ancient peo- 
ple, that the promiſed ſeed ſhould be a ſuffer- 


_ ordained in God's everlaſting counſel, for ac- 


the time was come, God ſent forth his ſon, made of 


Gal. ili. 1g. 


with many other pallages of a ſimilar nature. 


1 
the Serpent's bruiſing the heel of the woman's 


reſpect to the conſtitution and quality of his Per- 
fon, might be faint. The uſe of Sacrifices, al- 
fo, which appear to have been of divine origi- 
nal, gave additional evidence to this, and con- 


ing ſaviour. And ſeveral of the jewiſh Pro- 
phets, in their writings, opened the mind of the 
Spirit with great clearneſs in this view, teſtify- 
ing beforehand the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the 
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glory that ſhould follow ; particularly Eſatas, 
who deſcribed both the glory of the Redeem- | 
er's perſon, and the nature of his death, as ; 


though he had converſed with the one, and 
witnefſed the other. In the New Teſtament, 
however, we behold with open face the medium 


compliſhing the ſalvation of ſinful men. For 
we are there inftrutted, that, when the ſulneſs of 


a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive 5 
the adoption of ſons; that God made him, whe 
knew no ſin, to be Sin, or a ſin-offering, {or us, 
that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him; and, that Chriſt has redeemed us from the 
curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us; j 


| 8 | Now, | 


1 
Nov, as the ſufferings of Chriſt in our na- 
ture, and particularly at his death, were, with- 
out controverſy, unparalleled in their Nen 
but, on his own account, abſolutely undeſerved, 
and without cauſe ; and, as the language of the 
New Teſtament writers, who profeſſedly ſpake 
of the deſign of theſe, 1s evidently borrowed 
from the nature and uſe of Sacrifices under the 
Jewiſh law, which were victims offered up in the 
ſtead of thoſe who preſented them, whoſe iniqui- 
ties were accordingly confeſſed over, and laid 
uv pon them; we muſt ſtrangely torture their 
| words, if we do not admit the Sufferings and 
Death of Jeſus Chriſt to be a proper aloning 
Sacrifice for the ſins of men. Yea, the apoſtle 
expreſlsly aſſerts this, when he ſays, But now, 
once in the end of the world, hath Chriſt appeared, 
to put wa ſn by. the SACKIFICE" of ſys TD 4 
Hed. Ix. 26. Kh „ 3 
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] Tui is that woaderfid medium, by which 
1 the original promiſe received it's accompliſh- 
ment, and the ſalvation of ſinners was effect 
ed. Tus Sox or God, by aſſuming the nature 
of man, and therein ſuffering the curſe of the 

law which was due to ſin, bruiſed the head of 
the old Serpent, obtained eternal redemption 

for us, and opened a new and living way of 
ö acceſs 


[ 18 J 
acceſs into the holieſt of all by his Med 


i Which leads me therefore to conſider 

5 | 3. The Contents of this ſalvation, or what 

N bleſſings and privileges are ſummed up in it. 

1 | | And theſe are, either ſuch as God's people par- | 
= take of in his life, or, what are reſerved for 
5 them hereafter. With reſpect to ſuch as God's 

i | people are made partakers of here, the leading 

4 . Eph. i. 13. benefits of redemption are theſe, viz. Recon- 
 Cciliation to God through the death of his Son, 

i and by the effectual calling of his Spirit - the 
Co! 1. 44. full and unchangeable forgiveneſs of fins, 

5 through the ſprinkling of the Mediator's blood- 


353 . acceptance in the Beloved, or juſtification un- 

. to life, by faich in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt - 

| Col. i. 13. deliverance from the enſlaving power of Sin 

and Satan - the gradual reſtoration of the di- 

vine image upon their ſouls, in knowledge and 

true holineſs - nearneſs to God, and commu- 

nion with him, in a courſe of perſevering obe- 

| dience to his word = together with that lively 

1 : hope of a bleſſed Immortality, to which they 
8 are begotten again by the Reſurrection of fo 5 


ſus Chriſt rom the dead, 


| Eph. iv. 4 


| + Joh 3 
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And, if your time would admit of opening 
each of theſe Bleſſings, it would appear, that no 
Evil, to which our nature was made ſubjett by 


fin 


L 0 J 


ſin, is left without a ſuitable proviſion of Grace 


againſt it, and that they, who are made par- 


takers of theſe, by a vital union with the Lord 


Jeſus, are in a ſtate of ſpiritual ſafety for time 


and eternity, For, there is now no condemna- 


tion to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk 
not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. Verily, 
verily, I ſay unto you, He that heareth my words, 


and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting Job ves 24. 


” ife, and ſhall not come into condemnation, but 


is paſſed from death unto life. 


There are, however, much higher and richer 


bleſſings reſerved for the ſaints hereafter, when 
they ſhall have finiſhed the work, which God 


has appointed them to perform. Deliverance 
from the very principle, as well as power of 


fin - uninterrupted reſt from the aſſaults and 


temptations of Satan - the beatific viſion of 


_ Chriſt in his glory, and full conformity, in our 


meaſure, to his image - conſtant abode in the 


immediate preſence of God - unclouded ap- 


prehenſions of his adorable excellencies the 


never- ceaſing enjoyment of his love, and the 
perpetual celebration of his praiſes without 


weakneſs or fatigue - Theſe are ſome of thoſe 
_ ripe fruits and benefits of ſalvation, which will 
complete the happineſs of God's redeemed 
ones above, in that preſence where i 75 Julnęſs of 
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Pſ. xvi. a1. joy, and at that right hand, where there are plea- 


If. xxx. 18. 


ſures for evermore.— And, who would not be 
the Lord's waiting ſervant through time, that, 


finally, he may have an entrance adminiſtered 


| abundantly into the everlaſting kingdom. of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt! Bleſſed 


are all they that wait for him. 


1 now . then to conſider, SECONDLY, 


What is that Waiting for this ſalvation, which 
charadterizeth God's people, both living and 
dying. I have waited on thy ſaivation, OW. 


Lord. 


And, I apprehend, we have the true ſenſe of 
this expreſſion by the apoſtle, in Heb. xi. 18. 


where, ſpeaking of Abraham, T/aac, and Jacob, 
fellow-heirs of the ſame promiſe, he obſerves, 
| Theſe all died in faith, not having received the 


promiſes, but having ſeen them afar off, and were 
perſuaded of them, and embraced them, and con- 


 fteſſed that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims on 


the earth. Many promiſes, indeed, which theſe 


antient Worthies and Patriarchs looked for, have 
been accompliſhed, in the incarnation, obedi- 
ence and death of Meſſiah. But there are 
many others, wherein the nature of ſalvation 
is held forth, which remain to be fulfilled, and 


with reſpect to Us, as well as Them, the com- 
pleat 


21 ] 


pleat glory of this ſalvation is yet to be re- 
vealed. They only, who through faith and pa- 


tience have finiſhed their courſe of ſervice on 
earth, and have exchanged worlds, are inherit- 
ing the promiſes. We may therefore deſcribe 

the character of God's people, and the exerciſe 
of their hearts reſpecting this Salvation, in the 


following ö 


1. They believe the Reality and Importance 


of it as divinely revealed. Nor have they only 
a full rational conviction of Chriſtianity, from 
thoſe external and internal evidences, by which 
its divine original is ſo plainly confirmed; but 
they have experienced the enlightening, quick- 
ening, and ſanctifying impreſſions of thoſe prin- 
ciples and hopes, which are contained in the 
goſpel. It has pleaſed God, by means of his 
Word or Providence, to excite in them a deep 


concern about ſalvation; to ſhew them their 


perſonal need of it; to inſtrutt them into its 


excellency, and ſuitableneſs to their condition 


as guilty and polluted creatures; and ſo to fix 
upon their minds the commands, invitations 
and promiſes of the goſpel relating to it, that 
they have an objective aſſurance concerning the 
things of ſalvation themſelves; according to 


what we read in 1 John v. 10. He that believeth 
on the Son of God, hath the witneſs in himſel}. 
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Whatever doubts and fears they may have re- 


ſpedling the ſtate and ſafety of their own ſouls, 


they are ſteadily convinced, that Chriſt alone 
is God's falvation for ſinners; that, by what 
he has done and ſuffered, they muſt look for 


acceptance before God; and, that ſuch as do 
receive and obey him in truth, ſhall obtain 
ſalvation through him. Such convictions, pe- 
netrating and awakening the Conſcience, firſt 
excite Sinners earneſtly to deſire, and diligently 
to ſeek, a perſonal intereſt i in the Salvation of 


God. GE 


2. God's waiting ſervants rely upon his 


5 Chriſt and his Promiſes for their own ſalvation. 


The patriarchs, who ſaw theſe things afar off, 
and were perſuaded of them, did not ſtop there ; 
but by faith and hope they embraced them, 


truſting for life and ſalvation in that promiſed 


ſeed, who ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 


And, of what avail to us will be the fulleſt 
conviction that the Goſpel is of God, or the 
readieſt aſſent to the truth of it's doctrines and 

promiſes, without an appropriating faith in the 


bleſſings of it for ourſelves? The language of 


ſaving mercy is, Ho! every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the waters; and he that hath no mo- 


_ ney, come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine 


and milk without money and without price. Where- 


for 


L 23 ] 


ore do ye ſpend money for that 1 is not bread, 


and your labour for that which ſatisfieth not ? "Eat 
ye that which is good, and let your ſoul delight it- 


ſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear, and come unto me, 


hear and your ſouls ſhall live. Thoſe, therefore, 
who are made obedient to the heavenly viſion, 
perſonally fall in with God's gracious invita- 


tions. They make the Lord's Chriſt their Sa- 


viour, by looking to him, truſting in him, 
cloſing with the offers of grace through him, 


and committing their eternal intereſts 1 into his 
hands, 


Their language a, Lord ſave us, we pe- 


, ' riſh. Thou haſt ſaid, Look unto me, and be 


* ze ſaved all the ends of the earth, for I am 
© God, and there is none elſe; we therefore look 
*unto thee for ourſelves. Thou. haſt been 
© pleaſed to invite all that are athirſt, to come 


1. lv. 1-3. | 


IC, xlv. 22. Ca 


© unto thee for a {piritual ſupply, and haſt ſaid 


« Him that cometh I will in no wiſe caſt out; we 
© therefore come unto thee, that our ſouls may 


John vi. 37. 


live. Thou haſt ſet forth Chriſt to be a propi- 


- c tration through faith i in has blood, to declare thy 
© raghteoujneſs in the remiſſion of fins ; we there- 


fore confide in this proviſion of thy grace, 


Rom. iii.23 


© and intreat that his precious blood may be 


* ſprinkled on our ſouls, to cleanſe our conſci- 


* ences from dead works, that we may ſerve thee 
3 the 
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© the living God. And to the gracious guid- . 
* ance, government and diſcipline of thy Spirit 
ve reſign ourſelves, that, in thine own way, we 
may eventually obtain ſalvation.” This appro- 


priation is eaſily to be diſtinguiſhed from a full 
aſſurance of hope, and forms an eſſential ingre- 
dient in the character of every Chriſtian. 


3. God's waiting ſervants cordially approve 


the entire Deſign of this ſalvation, which 
is, to hide pride from man, to exalt the riches 
of God's mercy, and. to prepare ſinners, by 
real univerſal holineſs, for future endleſs fe- 


lieity. 


Theſe ſentiments are deeply impreſſed on 


their minds, by a diligent converſing with 
the goſpel, under the renewing of the Holy 


Spirit. And, though they are contrary to the 


natural bias and diſpoſition of their hearts, 


yet, through grace, are happily made effeQual 
to produce, and cheriſh in them, a correſ- 


ponding temper and behaviour. Every real 


child of God is diſpoſed with the apoſtle, to 


rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus having no confidence in the 
fleſh, and to count all things of his own but lofs, 
TD... the excellency of the knowledge of him. He 


readily, and from the heart, conſents, that 


the free grace of God ſhould have all the glory 
of 


LJ 
of his ſalvation, while he proſtrates himſelf, as 
a worthlefs ſinner, and an unprofitable ſervant, 
in the duſt at his footſtool. And, with the 
fulleſt ſincerity, he approves, the inſeparable _ 
conneQtion of Holineſs with happineſs, yea, the 
abſolute neceſſity and ſubſerviency of the for- 
mer to the latter. There is not any one ſenti- 
ment of the goſpel, I will boldly affirm, which 
the real Chriſtian more heartily falls in with, 
than that of Chriſt's being appointed to ſave 
| his people from, and not in their fins, From 
his knowledge, belief, and love of the goſpel, 
he is habitually formed to the praftice of de- 
nying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and of living 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world ; of mortifying the deeds of the body, 
and yielding up himſelf unto God, TY 
that is alive from the dead. While he 
and admits, that perſonal obedience to the 
law of God, is not the ground on which he 
is to look for acceptance before him, but 
only the atonement and righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; yet he truly delights in the law 
of the Lord after the inward man, and is as 
actively concerned to make advances in Holi- 
neſs, as if he expected to be ſaved on that ac- 
count. Let my heart, ſaith he, be ſound in thy 
ſtatutes, that 1 be not aſhamed ! I have rejoiced 
ES in 


Mat. L 26. 
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Pal. cxix. 


[ 8 J. 


in the way of thy teſtimonies as much as in all 


riches. I will meditate in thy precepts, and have 
reſpect unto thy ways. I will delight myſelf in 
* I will not ot forget BY word. 


This is the natural | effef of that 4 grace, which 


bringeth ſalvation, and to ſuppole the contrary 


would no leſs contradi& the ſettled operation 


of Cauſes, than it would claſh with the injunc- 
tions of ſcripture. For as every good tree 
bringeth forth good fruit, ſo every one that 
3 hath this hope in him, puri fieth himſelf, even as 
= God is pure. That love to God in Chriſt je- 
ſus, with which the hearts of his children are 


warmed, in confequence of believing, em- 


bracing, and in ſome meaſure enjoying, the 
benefits of Reconciliation to him through the 
death of his Son, powerfully conſtrains them 


5 to conſult his honour, to comply with his will, / 


and to imitate his perfections. Once more 


4. God's waiting ſervants earneſtly, yet pa- 


tiently, hope to be put in camplent poſſeſſion 


ol his ſalvation. 


The i 3 aſter he had received 
the promiſe of Canaan, which was a type of 


Heaven, met with many ſevere trials of faith, 


and diſcouragements i in the way of his hope ; 
” nevertheleſs 


3 


1 


nevertheleſs he ſteadily relied upon the power 
and faithfulneſs of a promiſing God. And with 
reſpect to the promiſe of Salvation through the 
Meſſiah, this was far from receiving it's accom- 
pliſhment ; but yet, ſo glorious did it appear 
to his eye of faith, and ſo certain of fulfilment, 
from the wiſdom, truth, and unchangeableneſs 

of God, that he held faſt his believing expec- 


tation of it, and, with this full in view, cheer- 


fully ſurrendered himſelf into Death's cold 
embraces, ſaying, 1 have waited for 9 ſalvs 
tron, O Lord. TR 


New-Teftament-Believers, alſo, have their 


Waiting ſeaſon, after they have received by 
faith the dofQtrine and promiſe of ſalvation 
through Chriſt, before they are made fully 
partakers of their hope. The graces of the Spi- 


rit, implanted in their hearts, are to be gra- 


dually ſtrengthened, and matured, by holy 
converſe with God's word, and diligent attend- 
ance on goſpel ordinances; the power of in- 
ward vital religion muſt be exemplified, 5 
through a courſe of active ſervice, or patient 
e according to the will of God; both 
that He may be glorified, by their bringing 
forth much fruit, and fellow- chriſtians may _ 


enjoy the benefit of their ſpiritual endowments. 
Therefore, when called into the fellowſhip of 


* riſt, 
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Chriſt, they at are not immediately r raiſed to the 


kingdom of Glory, but are continued for a 


while in the capacity of rangers and Pilgrims 


on the earth. And it is an unſpeakable mercy, 


to poſſeſs a waiting frame of heart, i. e. to be 


kept diligent in duty, fervent in ſpirit, patient 


in tribulation, Inſtant 1 in prayer. 


| During this waiting ſeaſon, alſo, the confi- 


dence and hope of Chriſtians are greatly tried, 
by the difficulties and troubles which befall _ 
them in their way to the heavenly relt. Few 
of God's people paſs through their earthly 
pilgrimage without repeated trials of faith 
and patience. More eſpecially, however, do 


they need the ſupports of grace, if it pleaſeth 


| God to protract their lives under circum- 
| ſtances of growing weakneſs, bodily affliction, 


and incapacity for uſefulneſs. Nature, lans 


guiſhing under decays, oppreſſed by diſor- 
der, and wearied with pain, reaſonably longs 


for it's releaſe; while the renewed ſpirit, 


filled with the lively hope of a bleſſed immor- 
tality, ſtretcheth its deſires beyond the li- 
mits of time, anticipating the joys and glories 
of eternity. Vet, behold the well eſtabliſhed, 


experienced Chriſtian in ſuch a ſituation as 


this! Having entruſted his great Intereſt for 


both worlds 1 in the hands of the Redeemer, be- 


ing 


+ 


ing » by the promiſes of God, and re- 
ſigned to his will, he endures with much long- 
ſuffering what his Father appoints, and is 
_ chiefly concerned, that his temper and beha- 


viour may commend the divine excellency of 
that Word, on which his hopes of ſalvation are 
grounded. How long, ſays he, it may pleaſe 


SY © God to lengthen Out my ſtate of Infirmity and 


« Suffering, I am neither able, nor anxious, to 
© aſcertain. But of this I am perſuaded, that 
© his condutt i is replete with wiſdom and righte- 


« ouſneſs. He has likewiſe engaged, that his 


grace ſhall be ſufficient for me, and that his 


i ſtrength ſhall be perfect in my weakneſs. I am 
aalſo confident, that the ſufferings of this pre- 
ſent time are not worthy to be compared with the 
* glory that ſhall be revealed in us. And there- 
* fore, caſting all my care upon kim I defire 


ol in patience to poſſeſs my ſoul, till he ſhall call 
me to the enjoyment of compleat and ever- 
1 laſting falvation.” 


| And ſurely 1 may add. 3 * 
continuance in well doing reflects the higheſt 


honour on the principles of the goſpel. How- 


cver we are ſtruck with admiration, when we 
| fee and hear Chriſtians, on a ſick or dying 


bed, filled with tranſports of joy, and expreſ- 
ſing their ardent wiſhes ſor diſſolution ; 'tis a 


fight, 
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fight, from which we may learn much more for 
our ſubſtantial advantage, and in which the 
ſtrong effects of divine grace are moſt clearly 
diſcovered, when Believers, who have long 


been exerciſed with painful affliction, and have 


ſtill before them only the proſpett of increaſing 


5 weaknefs and ſuffering, are nevertheleſs re- 
figned to the will of God, waiting with faith 


and patience for his ſalvation. Bleſſed are ſuch 


as thus endure temptation, for when they are 


tried, they ſhall recerve the crown of life, which 


Im. i. 22. 


the Lord hath promiſed to them that love him. 


From what has been faid, then, the follow- 


ing Reflections naturally ariſe. 1. How ſhould 


Sinners prize the Goſpel of ſalvation, and be 
earneſt with God for a ſhare in its bleſſings! 


Never can we ſufficiently value this word of 


| Reconciliation, which publiſheth peace on earth, 


and good will towards men, conſiſtently with 
glory to God in the higheſt. How exactly ſuit- 
able to the condition of ſelf-ruined men! how 


_ admirably adapted to their relief! of what vaſt | 


importance in themſelves! and how unſpeak- 


ably felicitating, are the fruits of redemption 
through the blood of Chriſt! But, however 


great and beneficial, unleſs we perſonally em 


brace them, and feel their ſanctify ing influence, 
they will be of no faving advantage to our ſouls. 
What 


TT 


2. What thankfulneſs ſhould fill the hearts 


of thoſe, who have a good hope through grace 
of being intereſted in this ſalvation! Much 


more bath God done for ſuch, than if he had 


raiſed them in his providence to the higheſt 
ſtations of ſecular dignity and emolument. He 


| hath bleſſed them with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 


heavenly places in Chriſt. He has loved them 
with an everlaſting love, and therefore with 


loving kindneſs has he drawn them. His only 
begotten Son he has not ſpared on their ac- 
count. His Spirit he hath ſent forth into their 
hearts. And, having called them into the 
kingdom of his grace, he will eventually ad- 
vance them to a crown of glory. How un- 
| ſpeakable your obligations, then, who have 


feriptural reaſons to conclude, that this ſalva- 


tion is yours! Whether you reflect on its 
| ſpring, its medium, or its contents, your ſouls _ 
may well be loſt in admiration, gratitude, and 


praiſe. 7 beſeech you therefore, Brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies, a 
living ſacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, 
which is your reaſonable ſervice : And be not con- 


formed to this world, but be ye transformed by gg 


the renewing of your mind. And as he which 
hath called you, is holy ; Jo be pe i in all nan- 


ner of converſation! 


3. What 


Rom. Xii. 
I, „ 


I. Pet, i. 15. | 
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g. What ſupport and conſolation doth this 
ſubjett afford to ſuch, as are mourning the re- 


moval of beloved Chriſtian Relatives and 
Friends! The exchange they have made by 


death, is inconceivably to their advantage. In- 


fir mities, ſins, and ſorrows, they have left be- 
hind. A perfection of holineſs and joy they 


now poſſeſs. Tears are all wiped from their 


eyes. The ſmiles of their God and Saviour 
tranſport them with delight. And though, 
at preſent, their bodies ſleep in the duſt, yet 


they rezoice in hope of that eventful auſpicious 


day, when theſe ſhall be raiſed, in the likeneſs 
of Chriſt's own moſt glorious body, that, in 


| their whole perſons, they may be for ever with 
the Lord. 


Tuts, we have the alt ſatisfaftory reaſon 
to believe, is the preſent happineſs of our much 


honoured and beloved Friend, the vsNzRrA- 
nE DECEASED; Who, with ſuch lively faith in 
God's promiſes, ' ſteady reliance on his Chriſt, 
and patient ſubmiſſion to his holy will, long 
_ waited for, and died embracing, the ſalvation 
Mn the Lord. | 


To 1 the various traits of his cha- 
rakter, either in the public ſtations which he 
Hyled with ſuch ſuperior talents, both natural 

„ "and 


—— — — — 


| 
1 | 
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and acquired; or, in the more private walks 


of life, wherein he ſhone 1n the luſtre of up- 
rightnels, conſiſtency, and benevolence, I ſhall 
not attempt. This was done at his interment, 


with much greater propriety than my abilities, 


or knowledge, would admit, by one intimately 
acquainted with him for more than fifty years. 


1 have the great pleaſure, however, to be able 
to give you ſome account, in his own words, 


concerning his practical, experimental ac- 
quaintance with the things of God and reli- 


gion ; which Are as follow: : 


4 


In conſequence of a religious education, 


(lays he,) I had an early acquaintance with the 
holy ſcriptures, but ſaw very little beauty in 
the great truths they contain, and was long a 


ſtranger to an appropriating faith in what God 


declares to us in them. But when of his infi- 
| Nite grace he was pleaſed to awaken me to an 


earneſt concern for my immortal part, by the 


caſual reading of ſome books of prattical reli- 


gion, the Scriptures themſelves appeared in 


quite another light to me. I was engaged toa 
more diligent and eager peruſal of them, par- 

ticularly the New Teſtament ; and the great 

things of ſalvation ſhone into my mind in ſo 


forceable and convincing a manner, as not only 


to bear down all objections, and command my 


© allent, 


1 


aſſent, but ſo as to carry away my ſoul with 
joy, mixed with ſuch an awful admiration, as if 
GOD himſelf had been there perſonally ſpeak- 
ing to me. It was then, I hope, he effettually 
convinced me of my loſt and undone condi— 
tion by nature; not only through the imputa- 
tion of Adam's guilt, by whoſe offence judgment 
came on all men to condemnation, but alſo through 
the Corruption and Depravity of nature, which 
we derive from him; that proneneſs and bias 
to ſin, and that alienation of the who'e mind 
from God and ſpiritual things, which the apoſtle | 
ſtrongly expreſſeth in Rom. viii. 7. The car- 
nal mind is enmity againſt God ; for it is not ſub- 
cd to the law of God, neither indeed can. be. 
| Having, together with theſe conviQtions of my 
ſin and miſery, by nature and practice, a ſight 
of Chriſt as held forth in the Goſpel, to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, it 
| melted me down into the deepeſt ſelf abaſement, 
| ſhame, and regret, at my vileneſs and ingrati- 
tude to that God, who hath ſo commended his 
love towards us, that while we were yet ſin- 


ners Chriſt died for us. And ſeeing him as a 


Saviour every way ſo ſuitable, ſo adapted to 
my caſe, I was led, I hope, to go to him, being 

_ encouraged by that promiſe, Him that cometh 

_ unto me I will in no wiſe caſt out, and to receive 
him, and cloſe with him i in all his offices ; that 
ls I might 


— 


J might, not only be reconciled to God by the 


death of his Son, and being reconciled might 


be ſaved by his life; but might alſo reckon 
myſelf dead unto ſin, but alive unto God 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. Being ena- 


bled to look upon him, whom I had pierced, fin 
became exceeding ſinful, and I was ready with 


an holy indignation to ſacrifice every ſecret ſin, 
and every pleaſure that ſtood in oppoſition to 


| Chriſt, that I might be led by him in all his 
ways, which appeared to ME. Ways « of PRs 


neſs and paths of e 


Theſe, his own. words, afford the cleareſt 
and moſt ſatisfactory information, both con- 
cerning his views of the Goſpel, and the prac- 
tical influence thereof upon his mind. And I © 
may venture to affirm, in the preſence of thoſe 


who knew him beſt, that both the labours of 


his miniſtry, and his ſpirit as a Chriſtian, diſ- 


covered to the laſt the ſame holy ſavour and 
love of evangelical principles. His attach- 


ment to them was warm and ſteady, being 
equally founded in rational conviction, and . 
deep-wrought experience. They were what 
he lived upon for himſelf, what he long held 

forth with pleaſure to others, and what he de- 
rived his ſupport from in the near approaches ; 


of diſſolution. 5 . 
| C 2 In 


"7 
In his laſt illneſs he truly exemplified the 


language of my text, waiting, with faith and 
| Patience, for the ſalvation of God. His dil- 
order was of that peculiar, and lingering 
nature, which ſubjected him to a gradual, 

but very ſenſible, decay of bodily ſtrength, 
andi incapacity of enjoy ing the pleaſures of ſo- 
ciety. Nor is it poſſible for any, beſides his 


family and very intimate friends, to conceive 


What great fatigue and pain he daily ſuffered, 
in conſequence of this, till at length his conſti- 
tution was literally exhauſted. Yet, through- 
out the whole, not one impatient, repining, 
diſcontented word proceeded out of his lips. 


His calm and chearful acquieſcence i in the wall 


of God, was highly pleaſing and inſtructive. 
His converſation alſo was ſpiritual, and well 
adapted to fill thoſe who heard it, with an holy 
veneration, and love of true piety. 


And, 8 ke bad formerly libotret un- 
der great fears of Death, theſe were happily 
ſcattered as he approached nearer to it, and his 


mind was filled with a divine Peace, as the ef- 


fect of a well-grounded confidence towards 
God, accompanied with the teſtimony of his 
conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 

„ Not 


"1 
not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, 


he had his converſation in the world. On Lord's 


day evening, the night before he died, being 
ſo weakened that he could not ſtand, or ſupport 
himſelf, he would be held up in his chair, 
while with his dying breath -he performed, for 
the laſt time, that exerciſe of family devotion, 


which had ſo long been his delight. And for 
a few minutes he lifted up his ſoul to God, 


like one indeed, who felt himſelf on the con- 


fines of reſt and glory, adopting the two firſt 
lines of Dr. Watts $ 1466 Pſalm, and the laſt of 


| the 1 Soth. 


1 11 crate my Maker wh my breath, 


And when my voice is loſt in oa 
* My ſoul ſhall praiſe him beſt. . 


But a very little while before his diſſolution, 
being aſked, whether he wiſhed for any ching? * 


:-- he replied, 1 only long for my releaſe: 


which was granted him in the eaſieſt and moſt : 


; pleaſant manner, without a ſingle groan, 


Surely then. ys his mourning Family, 
while you are tenderly affected by the loſs of 
ſo near, valuable, and engaging a Relative, 


have ſolid ground of conſolation, when you 
C * conſider 
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 confitler the felicities of that ſtate, on which 
he has entered; whence weakneſs, pain, and 


ſuffering are forever excluded, and where, in- 
ſtead of ſeeing through a glaſs darkly, he is ho- 
noured with beholding face to face. What de- 


lightful advantage this to a mind like his, which 


here exerted all it's powers in purſuits of 
knowledge, and had imbibed ſo facred a ve- 
neration for divine truth! I rejoice alſo, that 


You are far from being ſtrangers, in your own 
experience, to the lively hopes, and ſubſtan- 
tial comforts, of the goſpel. And my earneſt 


affeRionate prayer for you is, that you, Ma- 
dam, the ſurviving partner of his life, may be 


| favoured with much of the Divine preſence, 
and continue to enjoy the ſupports of true re- 


ligion, being enabled to repoſe an unwaver- 
ing confidence in the faithfulnels of Him who 
hath ſaid, I will never Acave Hhee, nor forfake 

bo ere the objetts of 
his paternal regard, may have the God of all 
grace and 1 for your Father and Guide, 
leading you in his providence, and comforting | 


you by his ſpirit; helping you to cleave 


unto the Lord with purpoſe of heart, being 
followers of your honoured and truly venera- 


ble Parent, as he alſo was of Chriſt ! 


. May 


L 9 J 
May this providence likewiſe be ſanctified 


for good to all of you, the other Relatives and 


Friends of the Deceaſed; that you may hear 
and improve the voice of God to you in it, 


Be ye alſo ready: for in fuch an hour, as * think 


not, the ſon. of man cometh. 


AndifI am ſpeaking before any, who once 


attended the miniſtry, and enjoyed the Paſto- 


ral care, of my late Reverend and much re- 
ſpected Father in the goſpel, I would earneſtly 
beſeech you, in the apoſtle's language, to con- 


fider Him who had the rule over you, who hath 


ſpoken unto you the word of life : whoſe faith fol- 
low, confidering the end of his converſation. 


Heb, X11 e 7 © 


Reflect ſeriouſly on your paſt privileges. Re- 


view his wiſe and evangelical inſtructions. 
Call to mind his fervent affectionate prayers. 
And conſider, that the time is ſwiftly approach- 


ing, when you muſt meet him in the preſence 


of Chriſt, to render up your account. May 


you then be his j Joy, and crown of rejoicing ' 
Amen! 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


AN 


E have, now, been Witneſſes to the In- 


terment of the mortal Remains of an 


excellent, worthy, arid reſpettable Man. 


D indeed, ſhould I YEN my- 


ſelf, if, after not merely having known him, 
but been honoured with his intimate Friend- 


ſhip for more than half a Century, I ſhould 
permit this Grave to be cloſed, without taking 
the preſent Occaſion for bearing a public Teſ- 


timony to his real and great Worth. 


Our deceaſed Friend was @ true Chriſtian ; 


evangelical Principles commanded his Aſſent, 


engaged 
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engaged his Love, and governed his Actions. 
I mention tis firſt, as, in my View, the moſt 
honourable Part of his Charakter. 0 


„ Chriſlian'is the bigbeſt Stile of Man.” 


} Under the Influence of theſe Principles, an 

f unſhaken Integrity reigned through his whole 

N Deportment - an Integrity, which diſcovered 

4 its Reality and Strength by rouſing his Indig- 
RT nation, at every Appearance of Deceit and 
1 Diuplicity, and inſpiring him with a Diſdain 
j of all that was mean, baſe and ſervile. "3 oy 


2 


1 natural Abilities were above the com- | 
mon Size: His Apprehenſion quick - his Me- 


ö | mory retentive - his Judgment diſcriminating - 

$ to all which valuable Endowments were join- 

; ed, a ſtrong Inclination, and proportionable 

| | Capacity, to communicate his Ideas, not in- 
1 deed, ſurrounded with thoſe tinſel Ornaments, 

| or arrayed in that gaudy Dreſs, by which 
jt Tome are greatly captivated, but attended with 


f what | is much more deſerving Eſteem - Perſpi- 
cuity - Precifion - and Accuracy. 


His literary Altainments were a Treaſure in- 
deed! By the Blefling of God, on extenſive 
Reading, and cloſe Study, he acquired Learn- 


| oy N ing 


9 


E 1 
ing, both various and valuable, inſomuch, that 
whoever does juſtice to his CharaQer, in ths 


Part of it, muſt acknowledge - He was an emi- 


| 42255 learned Tm” 


By the Advice and under the Patronage of 


good Judges - after a Courſe of ſuitable pre- 
paratory Studies, which he paſſed through, 


with Reputation and Advantage - he was 


brought forward into public Life. For many 


Years, he was Paſtor of that Chriſtian So- 
ciety among Proteſtant Diſſenters of the Con- 


oregational Denomination, where the preat- 
| ly venerable Dr. Fohn. Owen, the eminently of 
learned Mr. David Clarkſon, the truly inge- 
nious and pious Dr. Iſaac Watts, and the juſt- 

ly eſteemed Mr. Samuel Price - not to men- 


tion other Names deſervedly honoured in the 


religious World - ſuſtained the ſame ſacred - 


Character. Nor was this - honourable as this 


was - the only public Department, for which 
Providence had deſigned him. After having 


conducted other Parts of a learned Education, 
to his own Credit, and to the Approbation of 
thoſe. with whom he was connected, he was 


| ſeated in the Divinity Chair, at that Seminary of 


Religion and Learmngy”. where the Rev. Dr. 


David 


* See the Note at the End. 


SO — ———  —— nanny Dr na, 
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David Jennings, for many Years, worthil y 
and — 


5 That Importiality which I deſire ever to main- 
tain, conſtrains me, here, to ſay, that though 
there were many who highly eſteemed -him, and 
to whom he was greatly uſeful, in both theſe De- 
partments - of whoſe Regard he retained, and 
expreſſed, a grateful Senſe, to the Day of his 
Death — it muſt be acknowledged, his apparent 
Succeſs was not ſuch as from his Piety, Abilities, 
and Learning ſome might expect. The Cauſes 
this Fatt the preſent Time and Place will not 
permit me to inveſtigate or declare - but, what- 
ever they might be, or, ſhould it even be ſup- 
poſed, that any thing criminal was attached to 
them, Juſtice to the Character of the Deceaſed 
obliges me to add my full Perſuaſion, that, no 
Criminalily reſted with him. Moſt earneſtly 
did he deſire, that, the great Ends, in Order 
to the Attainment of which he was advanced 
to the Stations he filled, might be faithfully and 
- punttually accompliſhed. For this Purpoſe, 
he laboured with indefatigable Zeal and Dili- 
gence. When he had Reaſon to fear, his Labours 
were not ſucceſsful, the Thought pierced his 
Heart with anAnguiſh peculiarly pungent - but, 


WW hen there was ground to hope, that Süden 
crowned 


LW -3 
_ erowned them, his whole Soul was filled with 
Senſations exquiſitely delightful. 


Such was my deceaſed Brother in the Public 


Characters under which he appeared; a general 


Sketch of the Manner in which he demeaned 


himſelf in other ſituations, may be expetted, _ 


and [hall be uy given. 


View him in his Fenil, there you ſee the 


indulgent Huſband, the tender Parent, the 
good Maſter, having the Happineſs to receive 


ſuitable Returns from thoſe to whom he ſtood 

in theſe Relations.—Attend to him among his 
Friends ; to them his Attachments were ſincere, 

ardent, and ſteady.—Conſider him as a Mem- 
ber of that large political Body = THE STATE. 
Genuine Love to his Country warmed his 
Heart, moved his Tongue, and regulated his 


Actions. As à good Subject, while he de- 


teſted - and, on proper Occaſions, expreſſed | 
his Deteſtation of all factious, ſeditious, and 


rebellious Principles and Prattices- he ho- 


noured the King, obeyed the Laws, and high- 
ly valued our well-framed Conſtitution. In- 
| deed, under the Direction of his Conſcience, 
he was a Diſſenter from the eſtabliſhed Church of 
tis Country- but, while he thankfully accepted 


the Liberty the Conſtitution gave him, of act- 
4 VVV 
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ing up to his Sentiments, as ſuch, his Words 


and Actions uniformly expreſſed a firm Perſua- 


ſion, that the Diſſent ſhould be conducted, as 
with Reſolution and Steadineſs ſo with De- 
cency and Prudence.—Trace him in his Be- 


haviour among Mankind at large - though ra- 


ther diſpoſed to Retirement and Solitude-there 


you will find him juſt, benevolent, and ho- 
nourable - habitually acting, on Goſpel Prin- 
| ciples - under the Influence of that equitable, 
and lovely Precept of our divine Maſter — 

| hal ſoc ver ye would that Men hould do unto you, | 


&o ye even n ſo unto them. 


Towards tie Cloſe of Life « after gradually | 
declining as to the State of his Health - it 
pleaſed the univerſal Sovereign to viſit 5 


with a Diſorder of a peculiarly alarming and 
diſtreſſing Nature. For ſome Months, he and 
| his Friends lived under the painful Apprehen- 


fion, that, hz muſt be ftarved to Death, and in- 


| deed, that was his End. But, in this fe Hud. 


tion - uncommonly trying as it certainly was 
though, from the Quickneſs of his Temper, 


and the Strength of his Feelings, it might be 
ſuppoſed he would be impatient - he appeared 
| the Man, and the Chriſtian. The dark Valley 
was for a conſiderable Time, open before him, 


and 


[ 4 ] 1 5 


and was he terrified? He was not. I am 


deſcending” (ſaid he, with the greateſt Sere- 


nity) * gradually into it. — The laſt Enemy 
advanced towards him with flow and ſolemn 
ſtep, ſo that, he took a direct View of his Ap- 
pearance, but, was he affrighted at his Advan- 


ces?. Far from it—his Language was, © The 
« Face of Death is ſmoothed to me.” He 
acknowledged, indeed, that he did not feel 
thoſe Joys which ſome have experienced in 
their laſt Moments, and, that, there were Sea- 
ſons when he was ſenſible of Fear—as what 
Chriſtian muſt not, at Times, ſhrink, when pe- 


netrated by the Thought of leaving a State 


where he has always lived, and removing to a 
World, into which - unleſs in the Exerciſe of 


believing Meditation - he has never entered! ! 


But, this Fear was tranſient ; his ſettled, habi- 

| tual Frame was ſerene and chearful. In a 
word, © Knowing” (to uſe his own Expreſſion) 

* in whom he had believed, = he dicd with De- 


8 and with any 


Such was the Life, ſuch the Death, of that 


great and good Man at whoſe Grave we now 


ſtand. It has been ſaid (with what Juſtice it 
is not within my Province to determine) that, 
he had a a Right to put in his Claim for a Seat 


among 


b 


among the Nobles of the Land“, but, however 

that might be, Eis I will affirm, that, ſo to hve, 

and ſo to die, is truly noble, confers an Honour 

on the Perſons thus diſtinguiſhed by Heaven, 

which mere Nobility and I may add - mere 
Royaliy itſelf, cannot beſtow. . | 


Now 7 what remains but, that we all, 
with a Dependence on the Strength of divine 
Grace, endeavour a practical Improvement of 
this Diſpenſation? Here a ſpacious Field opens 
to View, but, the Situation in which we are, 
forbids the enlargement I wiſh. However, 1 

cannot permit this Aſſembly to ſeparate, with. 

out briefly bringing forward an Hint or two, 
which the Providence that has called us toge- 
| ther is ſuited to ſuggeſt. 

The Relatives and Friends of the Deceaſed, 
now they can no longer enjoy his Preſence 
and Converſe, ſhould be excited, with Zeal and 
Steadinels, to follow him, as far as be followed 
Chriſt; being aſſured, that the Path of evan- 
gelical Obedience, in which he walked, will 
terminate in that ſtate of everlaſting Happineſs 
where he is. The Wages of Sin is Death, but 
the Gijt of God is eternal Life, through Jeſus 
Chriſi our Lord. To this his Relatives are fur- 

niſhed with an additional Motive, from the 
lately 


* Under the Title of Earl Rivers, 


1 
lately repeated Meer, of Mortality within the 


Circle of their Family-Connefion *. 


We who ſuſtain the arduous and honourable 
Character of Goſpel Miniſters, when we ſee 


thoſe, who, like ourſelves, diſpenſed the Word 
of Life, removed by Death, ſhould be quick- 
ened to an holy Diligence in the Study, in the 
_ Pulpit, and in our whole Deportment; that the 
great Ends of our important Function, may, 
under the Bleſſing of God, be eminently an- 


ſwered. Some of us are riſing into active Life, 


others of us, according to the Courſe of Na- 
ture, muſt ſoon reſign our Places to thoſe who 
hall ſucceed us—the Graves are (to uſe the f. 

feQing Language of pious Fob) ready for uss 


may the Scene now before us rouſe us to work 


whale it is Day, as knowing, that, the Night 
Comets, when no Man can work | Ei 2 


And ſhould: Miniſters of the Word 9 Cer- 


tainly, every one preſent ſhould, alſo, learn many 
valuable Leſſons from the ſpeaking Event to 


which our Attention is now directed. Here we 


are taught to hate Sin - Sin, that accurſed pa- 
rent of Death. This Scene commands us 
highly to eſteem the inſpired Volume, in which 


D e 
* The amiable Wife of one Branch of the Family, and the lovely 


Child of another, were cut off near} at the ſame Tune with Dr. 
Savage. . 
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the. Origin, and Conſequences, of Death, with he 
Nature of a Preparation for that great Change, 
are clearly ſet before us - and, in a particular 
Manner, highly to eſteem that Part of the di- 
vine Revelation, which is peculiarly called zhe 
Goſpel of Chriſt, becaule, it particularly treats 
concerning the Memo of Salvation through 
him. 


— —— In his bleſt Life 

ec «We heat the Path, and i in his Death the Price, 
„ And in bis great 4 1 85 the Proof Supreme 

1 Of Immortality.” | 


l Above a= he Providence, which has 
brought us to this Receptacle of the Dead, in- 
culcate on us, whatever be our Station or 
Standing in Life, the moſt earneſt Solicitude, 
to attain a well-grounded Perſuaſion that we 
have that Preparation for Death, which the 
Scripture deſcribes. We muſt all die; it is ap- 
| pointed unto Men once to die, and after Death 
the Judgement. "The Conſequences of Death to 
' thoſe, whom it finds wholly unprepared, will be 
eternally dreadful, while, to thoſe who meet it 
in any meaſure ready, they will be everlaſtingly 
delightful. We are all Sinners - The Mercy of 
Cod, exerciſed through the Mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is the only Foundation laid in the Goſ- 
pel for the Hope of Sinners. Without Faith 


n 


* 1 
in this Mercy, an Aﬀent to, an 1 Eſteem of and. 


a Dependence upon, this noble Reality, there 
can be no Salvation. By Grace (may it be ſaid . 


to all who have an Intereſt in this ineſtimable 


Blefling) are ye ſaved, through Faith, and that 
not of yourſelves, it is the Gift of God. This Faith 
(let it never be forgotten) will produce Obedi- 
ence: I ſay- Let this never be forgotten, for, 
if any are in Poſſeſſion of what they call Faith 
in the Mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 

which leaves them diſpoſed babitually to in- 
dulge themſelves in Indolence, Licentiouſ- 
neſs and Sin, the Word of God warrants us to 
pronounce what ſuch Perſons call Faith- a moſt 


: certain and dangerous Deluſion. May all who 


now hear me, as well as he who addreſſes them, 
be honoured with this Preparation for Death, 
that, whatever be the Time - Place - Manner 
or Means - of our Removal from this World, 
that Event may be our everlaſting Gain; our 
Spirits, when 4bſent from their Bodies, may be 
_ preſent with the Lord, and our Bodies be raiſed 
to Life, in that great Day, when all that are in 
the Graves ſhall hear the Voice of him, who is 
both the Son of Man, and the Son of God, and 
ſhall come forth - they that have done good to the 
Reſurreftion of Life, and they that have done Evil | 

to the Reſurrection of Damnation ! In the View 
of that Day, may we all juſtly adopt the exult- 
D 2 ing 
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ing Language of the great Apoſtle - O. Death, 
where is thy Sting? O Grave, where is thy Vic- 
tory? The Sting of Death is Sin, and the 
Strength of Sin is the Law. But, Thanks be to 

Cod, who giveth us the Victory through our Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt! And at the ſame Time that we 
_ uſe. his Words, let us be ſolicitous to manifeſt 
that the ſame Spirit which influenced him, ac- 
tuates us - by being ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord, knowing that 
our Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, 


Ts) 


Since the Addreſs was delivered, ſome have 
expreſſed a Wiſh to be informed, reſpeQing 
the Seminary referred to Page 43. For 
the Satisfaction of ſuch, it is thought not 
improper, to annex what follows. 


T U AT Seminary was chiefly ſupported 
| by the Liberality of William Coward, 
of Walthamſtow, Eſq. He died in 1738, 
and the Deſign of his Munificence, in 
that Inſtance, will appear by the following 
Words of his Will, extracted from the Regiſ- 
try of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. 
X36: womens and. my Mind and Will further is, 
« that they my ſaid Executors and Truſtees 
« ſhall and do out of the Dividends and Pro- 
* duce of my Capital Stock in the Bank of 
C England receive by two half yearly Pay- 


ments the Sum of five hundred Pounds 


«every Year forever upon the Truſt and to 
and for the Purpoſes in that Behalf menti- 
. oned (that i is to ſay) that they my ſaid Truſ- 
ag tees and thoſe who ſhall ſucceed them in the 
« ſaid Truſts - do and ſhall - after reimburſing 


c them 
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« themſelves all their Charges and Expences 


of executing this particular Truſt hereby in 
< them repoſed apply the Reſidue and Re- 


„ mainder of the ſaid Sum of five hundred 
* Pounds annually for and towards the Edu- 
cation and training up of young Men be- 


c tween the ſeveral Ages of fifteen and twenty 
* two Years, in Order to qualify them for the 


« Miniſtry of the Goſpel among the Proteſtant | 
Diſſenters, fo as no one particular Perſon 


« fo to be educated have more than eigh- 


« teen Pounds in one Year, and my Will is - 
that my faid Truſtees and thoſe who ſhall 


* ſucceed them as herein after directed do 
* take Care, that the ſaid Students be well in- 


« ſtructed in the true Goſpel Dodrines ac- 
8 cording as the ſame are explained in the 
ce Aﬀembly' s Catechiſm and in that Method 
of Church Diſcipline which is practiſed by 
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